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“Grammar Refer&ce e

Articles

We use the indefinite article a/an

I when we say whal something is or what il is like:
What's that? It’s a radio.
My sister drives an expensive Gernai car.

2 when we say what somebody’s job is:
Tam Cruise is a film actor.

3 when we describe somebody’s features:
He's got a Iong face and a small moustache.

We use the
4 when it's clear what we are talking about. This can
he because we've already mentioned it:
Tve gor a car and @ dog. The dog s called Rover:
or because there is only one:
You shomnldn't look directly ar the sun.

or because it's clear from the situation:
Could you pass me the dictionary? (The one that's
on the table over Yue)
5 with most nativualily words:
The English have a reputation for being bad cooks.
& with the names of rivers, mountain ranges, deserls
and scas:
the: Niler, the Hirnalmys, the Sahara, the Mediterranean
7 with a few countries and most groups of islands:
the Unitexd Siates the Netherlimds  the Creoh Republic
the Canaries  the Seychelles  the Maldives
8 in various set phrases, for example:
go to the cinema  listen to the radio
play the piano/the guitar, el.
in the marning/the afternoon/the evenung

We don't use an article

9 when we are making generalisations:
Cats clutse mice.

10 wills most countries, continents, towns and cities,
lakes and mountains:

Moune Fverest is in Asla, on the border between
Nepal and Tibet.

11 with snme nouns following a preposition:

go o work/schonl  be in bed/hospital/prison

12 with meals:

have breakfast/lunchy/dirner

Simple and
continuous tenses

1

w10

Jud

We generally use cantinuous tenses o describe
lemporary sitnations:

It's snownng.

I've: heem gerting a lor of headaches recenly.

We generally use simple lenses to state facts:

it snows a lot in Finland,

I've never had toothache.

We generally use simple tenses for very short
actions or events:

The bomb exploded.

We generally use continuous tenses for things
happening over a longer time;

We noticed that the boat was sinking.

We often use continuons tenses 10 talk about
duration (how long):

She has been directing Jilms since the age of twenty.
We never use continuous tenses to say how many times
something happens, will happen, has happened, elc:
By the end of this yea, slw will have masde twelve filns.
Continuous tenses are normally used for actions or
events, rather than states:

Please be guiet, I'm reading. (action)

We normally use simple tenses for stares;

These books belong (o the Library. (stute)
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Sume verhs are not used in continuous tenses, Thesc include:
1 mental states

believe  donbr  hate  know like  love
prefer  rewlize TECOGNIZE  regret emember
Suppose  anderstand  uvint

2 communication

agree  disagree mean

3 other verbs

helong  contain  cost depend  fit  matter
need  owe own  possess  seem

Some verbs are non-continuons with some meanings
hut ot with others. For example, dunk is nor used in
continuous lenses when it means “have an opinion”:

I think reality TV shows are horing.

BUT I'm thinking abour my lusr holiday,

Non-continuous Continuous
lieelTshouldteliber | Tm lealing uswel
the trush,

(belisve)

My cousin bas a Pursche | Where ase we having lunch?
Posses) & : =
Dues this lish taste lunny?  He bunt his mouth while

(ha-.ue a ﬂa\luur) he Was wstmg Lhe S00p.

I doe't see Lhe point of this. Were sueing the dortor
{understand) at 1.00.

Do you consider yourssf | The council s considering
an adult? closng the lesure centre.
Lo e FERE L o] BRI > ]
T imagine we'll eas gut. He was imagming what, it
{think) would be fike 10 be rich.
Theshop appearstobe Kevin Spacey 1S uppearing
closed. un stage in Lando: nex:
(Seem;' | week.

Present tenses

We use the present simple
I (o talk about a hahitual or repcated action or event:

2

My grandfather runs 3km EVeTy morning.

lo state a general fact:

Koalas sleep maore than 20 hours g day.

for actions and events in a story, especially when
describing the plot of a book, filn, etc:

Scout goes to school for the first time that awsrmn
and has a terrible day.

with verbs not used in continuous tenses (see non-
continuous verbs in previous column).

ta refer to a future action or event (hat is part of a
rimelable;

Lle mext train to Manchester leaves in ten minues,

We usc the present continuous

1

10 lalk about an action or event thar is in progress
now:

Put the umbrella np, i's raining.

10 talk about an action or cvent which is repeated,
but vnly around this time-

I'm drinking too much coffee these days.

to talk aboul a temporary situation:

My brother’s working in Ching. (He normally works
ine France.)

to talk about changes in a situation:

Air travel is gerting cheaper.

(with aluxrys) 1o complain about annoying
behaviour;

Thar dog is ahways Jumping on the sofa.

to refer to a future action or event that has been
arranged:

Which country is hosting the nex Olympics?
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Talking about the
future

We use will

| to make impersonal, factual statements about the
future:
Work on the new stadinm will begin next year.

2 to make predictions based on your own heliefs:
I'm sure you'll enjoy the play.
NB We vften use will after phrascs like:
T think, 1 don’t think, T imagine, ! reckon, T'm certain
3 when you make an instant decision about what to
do next:
Thar soup smells delicious, I'll try svme.
4 1o telk about future events that are dependent vn
olher evenrs:
It we leauve now, we'll he home before nighefill.

to make offers and promises:
Don’r worry, 1 won't tell anyone your secret.

o

f 10 add a question tag to an imperative or make a
tag reply:
Don't rell anyone, will ywm?
Don’t forget yonr passport.” T wan't.”

We use going to

1 1o lalk about things you have decided to do:
I'm going to epply for a better job.
NB We usually avoid using going ro with the verb
go: we can use the present continuous instead.
I'm going o the theatre tamorrow.

2 10 make predictions based on what is happening now.
It looks like this muuech is going to be a draw.

We use the present simple with a future meaning
1 o talk about things that are due to happen as part
of a schedule:
The next train to Manchester leaves in half an hour.
2 after certain words and phrases, for example:
when, as soon as, by the time, the moment,
provided, assunung, if:
Tl give Juson his present as soon as he arrives.

We use the present continious with a future meaning
to talk about arrangements that we have made for the
future, usually with other people:
I can’t go ow! tomorrow night, I'm having dinner
with my grandparerds.

We use the future continuous

1 1o lalk about an action that will he in progress at a
specific point in the future:

At midday tomorrow, T'll be taking my exams.

2 (o talk about planned events. Used like this, it is
similar to the present continuous for arrangements:
Nexr year, I be speruiing most of the sununer abroad.

3 to ask polite and less direct questions about
somebody’s plans:

Will your be sluying at the hovel for two nights or three?

We use the future perfect simple ta talk about a
completed action or event in the future: _
By the time they gel home, they'll have travelled

more than 10,000 ki

We nurmally nse the future perfect continuous to say
how long an action or event will have been in progress
al a specific point in the [uture:
Ly the time he takes purl in the Olympics, he'll have
been training for four years.

LIammmar Heolorence (689 .



Talking about the
past

We use the past simple

1

1o talk about actions or events thal happened at a
particular time in the past:

Tlefr work al 10.30. Jucksove repiient. T rook @ taxd home.”
to describe a series of actions or eveats in the past:

Jackson purt on his cout, switchex! off the light,
opened the door and walkex! ot omro the street.

We use the past continuous

1

w

10 describe a scene in the past:
It was 2 a.on. but the city wasn't sleeping. Music was
comung [rom countless upstairs windows.

to talk ahout actions or events that were in
progress around a particular time in the past:
‘What were you doing at 11 o'clock yesterday
evenings asked the policernan.

We often use the past simple and the past
continuous together to describe how one event
interrupted another, longer cvent:

While Jackson wus looking for the right address,
a police car came wrowrud the rormer,

"CL

We use the present perfect simple

1

to talk about recent events, particularly when
giving news:
Have you hexind? Tom and Nancy have just got nurriet!

NE We often use the present perfect simple-for
events within a period of lime that continues up
to the present moment. Words which often go with
the present perfect simple include: ever, never, just,
alrendy, yer, and so far.

to talk aboul an cvent that began in the past and
continues up Lo the present, particularly with non-
continuous verbs:

I've huwd this skateboard since | was six yenrs ald,

NE With verbs which can be used in continuous
tenses, we normally use the present perfect
continuous, not simple, to say how long an action
has been in progiess: ‘I've been waiting for howrs!”

(W)

10 talk about recent past events that have a result
in the present:

You've broken my laptop. Now I can’t check my ernuails.
o talk about experiences al an unstated time in
the past:

Have: you ever heen ro Rome? T've never (ried rock:
clirnbing.

We use the present perfect continuous

1

to talk about recent actions or events that are not
necessarily complete:

You've been spending loo much money recently,
{And you might continue to spend ton mich,)

NB When the action is complete, we use the
present perfect simple. Compare: I've been writing o
novel. ' on chaprer 4./T've written a nowel. It was
publishuxd last yenar.

ta sav how long an action or event has been in
progress:

've been learning the gnitar for six years.

to explain a current situation in lerms of recent
PVENTS:

My trousers are nmuuidy because I've been planting
(roes ine the goarden.

We use the pasl perfect simple to talk about an event
that happened before another event in the past:

I wanted some pusta, b my brother had eaten i all.

The two most common uses of the past perfece
continuous are

tar saving how long an action had been in progress
up to & certain point i the past:

By the age of 18, my grandfather had been working
n a factory for six years.

to explain a past situation in terms of previous evenrs:
1erry was upsel becanse his sister had been making
fun of hime.




We use userd
I 10 describe habits in the past;
I used to go skaung every weekend.
2 1o describe a situation in the past that is different now:

There didn’t use to be any shops in this part of rown,

{(But there are now.)

We sometimes use would to describe habits in the
pasl, especially in literary texts.
Every evening, the princess would guze out of the
window Iomgingly.
NB We can’t use wowld 1o talk ahout situations in
the past:
Whert I uvis yonnger T would be afruid of the duark.
(.. | usext to he afraid )

Verb patterns

When we put twu verbs logether, the second verb is
usually in the infinitive or -ing form, Which pattern
we nse depends ou the first verb.

verh + infinitive verb + —ing form  Verh + infinitive

or
(sane meaning)
agree avuid 'begin
care can't fans cunlinue
deacide can’t help hate
BXpect car’l stand e
[ail don't mind Iowe
| happen | enjoy prafer

hape | fancy start
1ANEgE feel like
™ean linish
ofter Qive up
prepeLIe maging
preteEnd keep
promise pPOstpon:e
rafuss practisse
8em pul off
vrazl repommend

gk

spend timng

BUggEat

A few verbs can take an infinitive or —wey form but the
meaning is different:

a) i you Lry doing something, vou do it in order to
see whal happens.
He tried ringing the bell, but thers unis no answer.
b) If you Lry to do something, vou attempt it but do
not necessarily achieve ir.
He: triext to reach the next brarwh, bt it uvis oo high
a) If you stop doing something, vou do not do it
any longer.
Thery stopmed talking when | wulked into the room.

b} Tf you stop tw do sumething, vou come to a halt
in order to do sumething.
She stopped ro admire the flowers.

a) 1f you remember doing something, yvou have an
image of doing il in your mind.
1 remember gming to the circus wiwn § was a child.

b} If you remember W do soimething, you do something
which is on your mental list of things 1 do.
Uid you remember to feed the [ishé

a) If you go on doing something, you continue
doing it,
He wert on talking for Rours.

h) 1f you go on to do sowething, yon move from
one action to another.
The chairman welcomed the audience, then he
werd on to infrodnce the guest speakers.

We can use see (watch, hear, feel, etc.) + object

+ —ing form to talk aboul an action that is progress.
She saw tww men crossing the river. (They were in
the water when she saw them,)

We can use see (warch, hear, feel, elc.) + object

+ infinitive without (o Lo talk about an action that
is complete,

She saw Llux men cross the river. (She watched them
€ross [rum une side to the other,)



Reported speech

When we report somebody’s words rather than
quoting them directly, we usually change the tense
of any verbs:

It's lare,” he said. He said that it was lare,
NB We often omit the word that from the
beginning of the reported speech clause:

He said it was late.

The normal pattern of tense changes in reported speech is:

Direct speech Reported speech
present simple | pas simpie

pws«cm continuous E pasl ooatinuons
past simple past perfact simpic
present perlect simple past perfact smple
present perdect continuous  pasl perfact AOMtNuoLS
pést_banuuuuus T2 past palect contimons
will wowid 5
shall ' shouid

may/mxgﬁr‘ o | mrghi_

must . mxié%ad o

(2313} could

There are often changes in words which refer to the
people, time or place. These are dictated more by
logic than by any rules:

‘T'm. bringing my brother here tomorrow,” she said.

She said that she was taking her brother there the
next duy.

The object of the verb say is always what was said.
It is often a clause:

She said she would like to go to nniversity.

Tf we wanl to mention the person who is addressed,
we must use the prepasition (o

Would you like to say hello to my cousin?

‘You're lucky,” she said o her friend.

The vbject of the verb lell is usually the person
who is addressed. We du not use the preposition to:
Have you told your parents?

They told me rhe shop was closed.

We also use tell in set phrases like tell a e, tell the
truth, tell a story, clc.

3 tc* Grammar Reference

When we report questions, we use affirmative word
order and verb forms after the question word:
‘Where do you Iive?” she asked him.

She asked hun where he ved,

1o report 2 ves/mo question (une that has no
question word) we use whether or ifs

Ts it raining?” he asked.

lie asked iffwhether it was raining.

We can sometimes use an infinitive in a reported
question, especially when it’s a question about our
own actions:

‘Whidl shirt shail Twear?” he askexd his girifriend.
He asked his girifriend which shirt to wear,

‘How do I get to the beach?’ she askexd me.
She asked me how ro get to the beach.

We use the structure: reporting verb + ohject

+ infinitive o report imperatives. Some common
reporting verbs for this structure are tell, order,
msrruct, warn, ask and beg:

‘Vor’t be lare,” the teader told him,

The: teacher told him not to be lare.

‘Pease halp me,” he suid (o his friend.

He asked his friend (o help him.

NB We cannol usc this structure with the reporting
verb say:

We setelterfotmm 10 be careful. (We told him ..)

We can use the same structure for reporting advice;
I think you should go to bed,” Mary said to her son.
Mary advised her son to go lo bed.

We can use the structure: reporting verb +
infinitive with agree, promise and offer. (Nule that
we cannot include an object.)

T remember you forever,’ he said to her.

e promised to remember her forever.

3 See abave for infinitives in reported questions.




lvice, obligation and prohibition
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We use should (shouldrn't) and ought ro (ought not (o)

1 for giving advice:
1 think you shonld stay at home thes evening.

2 for giving opinions abuul whal the right thing to do is:
We all vught to use less elecrricity.

NB In the negative, il is more natural to say Tdont
tunk yorr showld . ..7 than T think you shomidn't

We use must

I for giving strong advice to ourselves:
1 must try o ger 10 bed early tonght.

2 tor making strong recummendations to athers,
hased on our own opinions:
You must try this cake, it’s wonderful.

3 for stating rules, ¢specially in written and formal
English:
Cyelists must wear helmers.

We use huve to to talk ahout obligation:
We have (o sit exams every year. (Theyre
conpulsory.,)
NB We use [ hawe l... for things that we are
nbliged to do; we use ! must... for things that we
strongly feel we should do. Compare: T musr starnt
cyaling ro work. It would be good exercise /T have to
stars eycling to work. They've cancelled the only bus.

We use don't/dvesn't have to for things that we duv not
need to do. It expresses a lack of abligation; it does not
express prohibition:
You don’t have w leave now. You can stay as long us
you like.

We use mustn’r for prohibition:
You rnusent tonch the walls. The paud isn't dry.

NB Except for the specific uses mentioned here,
rurst and mustint can oflen sound unnatural; we
are mare likely to use other verbs and phrases for
talking about obligation (fave to) and prahibition
(against the rules, Jorbiddern, nor alimved, etc,)

s

2 We often use Can you ...

1 We use ran for talking about ability in the present:
Can you see Ut man on the roof?
Speak up, I can't hear you.

2 Can sometimes refers to a future event, but only

when the decision is being made in the present:
‘Care you come to dinner next week?” ‘No, bur T can
nuke the week after”

However, we normally use will be able o when we
talk about ability in the furure;

When she’s 17, she'll be able w take her driving rest,
We use conld/couldn’t Lo talk ahout general ability
in the past:

My grundfuther counld speak three langnages flnently,
However, we do not use conld (affirmative form)

to talk about something we were able to do on one
occasion. We use an allernative expression like
managed 10 do o1 succeed it doing:

I was a difficult question, but [ managed to answer i,

4 We nften use can and could with verbs of

perception like see, tuste and hear. (We ¢an use
conlid even when il's one oceasion.)

Pressing my ear to the door, 1 could heur what they
were suying.

2

L vY T 3 O 4 ~ 33 PO et
TELINISSI0N ang reduests

I We often usc curi/can’t when we ask for, give or
refuse permission:
Carc I horronsy your pend Yes, of course.
You can si anywhers yon like,
Could I...2 and May 1 ...¢ are slightly politer wavs
of requesting permission:
Could/May 1 sil next o you?
NB We don't normally use “Yes, you could’ or ‘No,
you couldn’t” as replies to a request for permission,
even if the request uses could.

Ves, you may.

An even politer form is Womnld you mind (f ! ...

(+ past simple)?

Would you mind if T opened a windour?

? 10 ask somebody to do
something:

Can you explain that again, please?

Conld you .2, Wowld you ...7 and Would you nund
(= -ing) are all slightly politer ways of asking
somehody to do something:

Would you mind opening rhe window?

k [2INTMAT
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Speculating
1 We use mus! for talking aboul things which we can
deduce are definitely true:

He must be tired. He's just mn 10 km,

2 We use may or might for speculating aboul things
that are possibly true. (Some people use migiy
when there is less possibility.) We can also use
could 1o talk aboul possibility. However, we cannaot
use the negative (couldnt) in Lthis sensc:

Genff isn’t answering kis phone ar work, He might
ot e at fus desk. He conld be in o meeting, or he
ey be having inch.

o

We use can't for talking aboul things which we can
deduce are impossible:
This can't be Suzie's jacker. It's much too smail.

4 When we are making logical deduclions about
something in the past, we use must wve and can't
have + past participle:

I put onld socks om rhis morning, T must have been
furlf aslesy.

Your parents can’t have been wry happy when you
told them you were dropping oul of wiiversity.
When we are speculating abont samerhing in the
pasl, we use wuy have, might have, or could have
+ pasl participle:

Police think the robbers may have used a wiite van
as thetr escape vehicle.

We cannot use muy fave for things which we now
know didn't happen. We use mighr have or could
fraze:

Thar was a dangerous thing o do. You mugfu huve
been injured.

w

Passives

vy

W T

We use the passive

1 when we don’'t know wha ar whar is responsible for
the action:
My bike was stolen last week.

2 lor stylistic reasons, especially to allow the main
focus of the sentence to be the subject of the verb:
The saxophone is quite @ modern wislranend, It was

invenred aronnd 1840 by Adolphe Sax and has since

become an essential part of jazz and popular wusic.

& @ Grammar Reference

Tenses

The tense nf a passive construction is determined by
the tense nf the verh he:

Muost chilidren’s tops are made in China (present
simple)

This shurt was bought we ltaly. [past simple)

By August, the roof had been repaived but the
windmns were still heing replaced. [past perfect,
past continuous)

The film will be shown af ciremas rext mondl.
{future simple)

1 With verbs that often have two objects (give, offer,

owe, award, tell, send, teach, etc) cither vbject can
become the subject of a passive senlence:

Jdack unis given the prize for hest costirme,

The prize for best costure was given o Jock.

NB It is mare common for the indirect object
(usually a person) to be the subject of the passive
scntence.

If we include an agent, we usually put it at the end
of the seatence:

She wns offered a new job in the company by her hoss.

B anvitte I * A 5Beleel.
ASSIVe wWith Enow, pelleve, [Nk

m
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1 Verbs like krow, belicve and think are otten used

1 passive constructions, especially in formal
language, and are [ullowed by an infinitive:

At that time, the world was thought to be flat.

1 the sentence refers 0 a current belief about a past
event, we use the preseat simple passive followed by
a perfect infinitive (o have done sometiung):
Reethoven is now known to have suffered from lead
poisoning. (Bur thar wasn't known at the time.)

We can also use an impersonal construction with it
I passive:

At that rime, it was thought thar the world was flat.

It is now known that Beethoven suffered from lead

poisoning.

e
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I We can usc passive infinitives - () be done,

(t0y) hawe been done - in a similar way o other
infinitives, for example, as part of a verb pattern or
after most modal verbs:

This warch can be worn underwater.

Mobile phores nast not be nsed on flights.

Somte passengers pretended o have been injured in
order 1o claim insurarce.

2 We can ust passive -ing forms - being done,
having beer done - in a similar way Lo other -ing
forms:

Many celebrities do not enjoy being phorographed.
She denied having been given. the documents.
Hawing been identified by wilnesses, the snspect was
arrested and charged.

so and such

1 We use so and such for emphasis. They make the
meaning of an adjective, adverb or noun stronger.

2 We use so before an adjective (without a noun) or
an adverb:

I'm so hnngry! Wiy are you talking so quickly?

3 We use such before a noun or belore an adjective
<= noumn. Note that the indefinite article {@/an), if
needed, comes after the word sucli:

Thar's such a lief  Why are dogs such. fuithful pets?
You're snch a1 good swimmer.

4 We ulten use so with quantifiers like much, many,
few and Lile. However, we say such a lot (of ...):
1'1¢ Never seem SO nuLny NSects!

There's so much to do and so liltle tme.
We've got snch a lol of homework.

5 We oflen use so and such followed by a relative
clausce 10 express a result:

The exarrre ws so difficule thar only duee students passad.
(OR Tr was such a difficult exam thar ondy three
stadents pussed.)

She spoke so quietly thut nobody heard.

Relative clauses

1

Relative clauses usually hegin with a relative
pronoun (who, which, rhar, whose) or a relative
adverb (when, where).

The relative pronoun whort can be used instead ot
who when it is the ohject of the verb in the relative
clause. However, for many speakers of English,
whom sounds very formal and wha is preferred:
The former headmuister, whom Many parents
disliked, resigned last year.

We alse use whom inuncdiately after a preposition;
we cannot use who in this context unless we move
the preposition Lo the end of the clause:

She married the muwn with whom shed sharexd an office.
She married the man (who) shed shared an office arith.
Delining relative clauses can also begin with whar,
meaning ‘the thing which’.

I did exactly what you asked.

A defining relative clause comes after a noun and
gives necessary iaformation about that noun. It ¢an
be in the middle or ar the end of a senlence and is
not normaliy separated by cominas:

Didd you get the job thar you applied for?

The factory where ny dad works is closing dowss.

It is more common Lo use that than which in defining
relative clauses, especially in spoken English. We
can also use that instead of who or whaorn:

1'd love ro mest the person that wrote this somng.

We can sometimes omit the relative pronoun in

a defining relative clause, but only when it is the
object of the verb in the clause:

Where's the pen (that) | bought this morning? (We
can omit rhat.)

BUT I'm looking for o shop that sells skateboars.
(We cannot omit thuil)

We often amir the relative adverh when:
I still rememnber the momens [wher) 1 fost saw Julier.

sl Dofnre .
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MI-aernning reiative

A non-defining relative clanse comes after a noun
and gives extra information about that noun. A
non-defining relative clause can he removed from a
sentence without making the sentence meaningless.
It can be in the middle or at the end of a sentence
and is separated by commas:

We spenr a few days ut Wandhoek, which is the
capital of Namibia.

Our neighbowr, who usexd to he an actor, has started
a drama society.

A non-defining relative clause cannol start with
that.

The relative pronoun or adverh at the start of a
nen-defining relalive clause cannar be omitted.

Non-defining relative clauses can begin with
expressions like all of whom, many of whom, some
of whom, most of which, etc:

The company employs more than 3,000 staff, many
of whom are womert.

Suvmelimes, the relative pronoun which can be used
al the start of a non-defining relative clause to refer
back to all the infarmation in the first part of the
scnlence, rather than just the noun before it:

I managed (o visit six different comnrries, which was
amazing.

A reduced relative clause replaces a defining
relative clause. We use an i form or a past
participle to replace the relative pronoun and verb,
We use an -ing torm ta replace an active verb of
any lense; we use a past parriciple o replace a
passive verb of any tense:

She wears a necklace originally belonging to her
grandmoether. (= whidl originudly belonged ro ...)
The president visited several touns damaged by the
flood. (= which were damaged)

We can’t use a reduced relative clause in place of
a defining relative clause if the relative pronoun is
the object of the verD in Lhe original clause:

She wears a necklace that she made kerself. (cannot
be reduced)

Comparatives and
superlatives

3

[n the context of torming comparatives and

superlatives, shorr adjectives are

* most adjectives with onc syllable, but nar pas:
participles like bored or scared.

¢ two-syllable adjectives which end in -y, le, er
or —ow (e.g. ugly, Hrrie, dever, shallow)

We add -¢r 1o short adjectives W make the comparariv

form, and -est to make the superiative form:

long - longer - longest

If the adjective ends in ¢, we add -r or =sr:

wide - wider - widess

If the adjective ends in a single vowel and

consonant, we double the consonant and add -er,

Qr —esr:

hot  hotter - hortest

If the adjective ends in  y, we change the -y inmo -

ier, ar —iesr:

[riendly - friendlber - friendliest

Some adjectives have irregular comparative and

superlative forms:

good  better —hest

baid - worse - worst

far - further - furthest

We can nse elder and eldest instead of older and
oldest, but only when we talk aboul people (and
usually in relation to brothers and sisters).

We use more and mase for most long adjectives
[adjectives with more than one syllable):

CXCILing ~ more exciting — mosr exciting




1 We add more and mast to adverbs Lo form the i
comparative and superlative. (Even though we add
~erand ost w two-syllable adjectives ending in =y,
we use qiore and mosr for two-syllable adverbs.)
clearly mare clexrly  most clearly

We can use as ... ds Of Just as -.. as to say that two
people or tungs are the same:

I'm as soared s your re!

Aaron sings just as beaurifully as his brother.

2 We use nor as ... as o mean less . tham:

Cycling (st as tiring as mnning. = Cyding (s less
tiring thar running.

2 Sowe irregular adverbs have comparalive and
superlative forms ending —er and  est, as do
adverbs which share the same form as a short
adjeclive (e.g. fase, early, late, hurd):
well = herrer = hest
badly  worse = worst

; When using a personal pronoun in the second part of
fast - faster - fustest

a comparison, we narmally use the object pronoun.
The subject pronoun sounds very formal unless it’s

We use than when we make 3 comparison. IL can be
tallowed by a noun or a clause:

Steve Martun o funnier than Jim Carrey.

Thatr meal was nicer than 1 (hought it was going to be.

fullowed by a verh:

You're stronger than me. (V)
She's taller than L. (very formal/archaic)
e isn't as inrelligent as [ ane. (V)

; i A I To intensily the meaning of @ comparative, we cau
£ e is . ™o, rin whe . sfieae
;:ur::latm is often followed by in when we define use much or far (but not very):
oup: . :
_8 ¥ i ) That film was much/far betler than | expected.
She's the most successful student in the school. o b foriet e
. K : e can use by Jar with superlatives:
It's the most poisonous plant in e world. 4 2 i it o : : ,
1his is by far the worst funel I've ever stayed in.
2 Other comumon expressions that use comparative

1 We use more and mast as cowparative and
superlative forms of much/many:
I are more than ay brother, but my did ate the Most.
There were more peaple at tee meeling than last yenr.

b

We can alsu use more and mosr to mean “lo a
greater (or the greatest) extent™

Consumers are starting w complain more,

Which petterie do you like mast?

3 Less and least have the opposile meaning 0 maore
and mosr:

I'm trying o eat less.

Whar do you like least aboul your rown?

4 We can also use less and least with adjectives
(short and long) or adverbs:
Wwe're less poor thian we used (0 be.
Which actor performed leasr well, in your optnion?

and superlative forms inchide:

The maore yon exercise, the fiealthier yow'll feel.
Compulers are getting more and mare powerful, but
fess and less easy o understanid.

The simplest things in e are often the mosr
enjoyahle.




C On diti On al S 2 Atype 2 conditional can refer to the present or
future. When it refers 1o the future, it differs from

. : a type 1 conditional in that the condition is much

seneral rules less likely to come true:

Would you sfuare the memey with me f your wove the lottery?

I All conditional sentences have an if clanse (a i
(resule) (condition)

condition) and a main clause (a result). Tn general

terms, the main clause savs what happens as a 3 We normally use the past simple in the i clause
result of the if clavse being true: aud would in the main clause, The past lense
If & raing tomorrow, weTl stay at home. expresses the fact that it is a hypothetical situation
(conditiun) {resnlt) - it does not refer Lo the past.

2 We can put cither clause first in the sentence. ! would't be so upset i you weremt ey best [riend.
When the if clanse is first, it is usually followed by We occasionally use the past continnous instead of
a comma. When the main clause is first, there is the past simple;
usually no comma: If they were playing beter, they'd Rave more chance
I'd fix your phone if | ke how. of wining.

2 TIn the if clause, we often use were instead of was,
S | PR TP , particularly with the first person, -
o S e e I T was/were you. Td tetl her how you feel
1 We use a type 0 conditional o Lalk about a result
which always follows from a Particular action. We

usc the present simple to talk about both the acrion

and its result: I Like type 2 conditionals, 1ype 3 conditionals
If you dor’t water indoor plasns, they die. tefer to hypothetical situations. However, tvpe 3
2 We can also nse a type U condilional o give orders conditionzls are the only type which refer o the
and advice, using an imperative in the main clause: past. They are used to speculate about how things
If you want to know the answer, mrn i the back of might have been different:
the hook. If you had revised, you wouldn's hawe failed wmr exern.
2 We use the past perfect (hurd/hadn't done) in 1he if

Torrma 1 rernesslSe o - clause and would/wonldi’t Aave in the main clanse:
e 1 wouldr’s have told him if 1d known it was a segrer.

I Weuse a type 1 conditional to 1alk abont a [uture NB Would and had can buth appear as the shor
action, event or sitmation and its result: form @, Wonld is always in the main clause, fiasd in
If you're iqte, I'll be VETY Angry. the i clause.
(condition) (result) § We can also use the past perfect continmous in the
NR This is the only type of conditional which if clause:
always refers (o the [uture. If youd been watching the road. You mouldn’t havs
2 We use the present simple in the # clause and (he crashed.

fulure simple (with will) in the main clause,

3 We only use a lype 1 conditional when the
condition is possible. If it is not. we use alype 2
conditional. Mixed conditionals are usually a mixture of types

2 and 3 and refer to hypothetical situalions, Mixed
ST R S conditionals occur when the time reference in the if
LYPE < conaitionals clause is different from the main clayse:

I Weuse a lype 2 conditional to 1alk about a I 1 had gone to b"j"f earker, Past {rvpe 3) f
hypothetical action, event or situarion and its I womldn®t be 5o tired today. present (Lype 2) -
(hypothetical) resule: If T were your futher, present (rype 2
If T were taller, I'd be berrer at hasketball I wouldn't have ler you past (type 3]

sty out all nighs.

E) @ Crammar Referonce




If T weren’t going AWy romorrow,  fulure (type 2)
I'd have aceepted your imMlation.  past (type 3)
If she hadn’y spent all her money, rast (type 3)
she'd get a taxi home. future (type 2)

Causatives

I We use the structure have something doie to
ralk aboul things which we do not do ourselves but
instead, pay or ask sumebuody else to do:

Have you had your haiy cur?

They've had their house decorated.

We can use (o get something done in the sa me wav,
The meaning is the same:

I'd need 10 ger Ly far repqired.

L

We sometimes nse w0 have (or ger) something done
10 lalk about unpleasant things which happen (o ng
4% a result of somebody vise’s actions:

He had kis bike stolen.

Be cureful. You might get yonr fingers barnt

4 We use the structure o make somehody do
sumething Lo talk ahout things we cause or force
somebody Lo do-

This film really makes me gl
His purents made him dean his rovrn.

“wm

We also use make in the passive to talk about
things we are cansed or foreed (o do. However,
We use an infinitive with (o, rather than a bare
infinitive, after the passive. Compare:

They made the hostages lie on the [lnar,

The hostages were made (o fie o the finor,

5 We use the structure 1o ler sornebody do someli ing
to talk aboul things we sllow somebndy o do:
She never lets her hushand drive.

We use the structure 10 wanr/prefer/need sornetling
e 10 Lalk about actions that we ‘ant or need
somedody else ta do:
I need this jacker dry-clearned by romormow,
Would you like your fish grilled or fried:
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